
Asta Pekker’s Mother - Selena Shwartzman-
Pekker With Her Friends. 

My mother, Selena Shwartzman-Pekker (first on the left) with her friends (I don't know their
names). The picture was taken in Berlin, in 1928.
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My mother was born in Warsaw in 1908. I don't know whether she got any Jewish education, but
most likely, she didn't. It may have been high school. Then she finished Stanislavskiy theatrical
studio at the Moscow Art Theater. She was an actress in this studio before her marriage. In 1925
my grandfather received an assignment in Berlin and he took his family there: my grandmother,
my mother and my future father Grigoriy Pekker, violoncellist. In Berlin they lived for almost nine
years and that was one of the brightest and most peaceful periods in the life of our family. My
grandfather was working; my future father was finishing the Berlin Conservatory, my mother and
grandmother were enjoying life, reading a lot. My mother didn't work. By the way, they spoke
German at home, therefore, this language became my mother tongue.

He even toured Japan. He was the first Soviet performer of music there. It is interesting that when
the question of departure turned up, he received employment proposal from various musical
communities. He even got such invitations from Australia.
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