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Lev As A Baby

I, Lev Yagupolskiy when | was 6 months old.

| was born on 6 February 1922 in Uman, Cherkassy region.

When | was under 5 years of age a German woman came into our house and said that she would
live in the spare room that we had and teach me German. She was a very good teacher and | spoke
fluent German when | was 5 or 6 years old. She seemed an old woman to me, although she could
not have been more than 50 years old. She was short and nice and she used to tell me fairytales.
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My knowledge of German was very helpful. | read lectures at German Universities and completed
some tasks during the war.

| had a governess before | went to school. She was Jewish. A governess was someone that had 5-6
children to teach and prepare for school. Our governess was about 30 years old. Parents took their
children to her place and she gave us classes in Russian. Our governess was an exceptional
teacher and she gave us very good knowledge. | went to school when | was 6 years old, but when |
was to go to the 2nd form they told me that | with my knowledge | had to go to the 3rd form. Quite
a few children that were pupils of this governess were my friends. And | know that they grew into
very important people. One of them studied Arabic and another one was a scientist. There were
Jewish schools in Uman, but | finished a Russian school. It was thought that Russian schools were
more progressive and gave a better education
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