
Boris Molodetski’s Mother's Sister Minna
Leonidova 

This is my mother's sister Minna Leonidova in her medical nurse uniform. This photo was taken in
New York in 1910.

My mother's sister Minna was born in Sosnitsa, Chernigov province in 1893. She moved to America
in 1912. She married Danil Leonidov who emigrated from the town of Khashchevato, Kirovograd
region. Danil lived in France before the revolution. He was a socialist and listened to Lenin's
lectures in Longjumeau near Paris. In America he tried many jobs, but he was a failure. He owned a
fur store in New York, but went bankrupt. Then he tried to open a recreation center in Miami, but
failed.

Minna worked as a medical nurse and somehow kept the situation under control. They didn't have
any children. My mother corresponded with Minna. She was afraid that this might have an impact
on my military career and she mailed her letters to Minna husband's sisters in Khashchevato from
where they mailed them in their envelopes to Minna. Minna supported her sisters in Odessa. In
1930 she bought a trip to the USSR for the only reason that the route included Odessa. I saw her
then. We all cried. She had a room in Londonskaya hotel, but she stayed with grandmother Matlia.
Minna brought three suitcases of presents for all of us. She gave my father a gray suit with vinous
stripes. After World War II my mother altered this suit and made a coat for herself and then she
altered it again making a coat for my son. It looked nice. Some time in 1970 Danil died. My wife
and I visited Minna in 1977. She died in 1986.
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