
Lubov Vainer’s Son Lyonia Wainer 

My son Lyonechka Vainer, a young violinist. He is 6 years old.

Lyonia finished music school and entered music college named after Gluier. After the college he
was summoned to come to the registry office as he was supposed to go to the army. They sent him
to the navy division to become a military sailor. I went to the commissar to ask him to send Lyonia
to an orchestra, because he was a musician. But that commissar got angry with me and said that
Lyonia would serve where he was sent.

They even shaved his hair. We went home, all out and down, and were going past the House of
Officers and Kiev military dance ensemble rehearsing. Musicians know each other. They reported
Lyonia's situation to their commanding officer. This officer told Lyonia to not go to the military
office again and that they would make all necessary arrangements. They did and Lyonia came to
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serve at Kiev dance ensemble and choir. He served three years. Afterward he was selected to play
at the orchestra of Ballet on ice theater. He played there 15 years. They toured a lot and he went
to Czechoslovakia, Finland, etc. He fell ill when he was 26. He often had anginas with high fever.
Doctors insisting on operating on his tonsils and he went to hospital. He was very sensitive and
afraid of blood.

He was too delicate. They had his tonsils removed and at night he started bleeding from his throat.
He got so scared that he lost his mind and was sent to the Pavlov mental hospital. He had
schizophrenia, this terrible disease that cannot be cured. medications can only suppress it a little.
In 10 years the orchestra of the ballet on ice was disbanded and Lyonia was selected to play at the
Opera studio at the Conservatory. He has worked there for 20 years. They know that he is ill and
treat him nicely. When Lyonia doesn't feel well they let him go home.

In 1980 Lyonia met Sofa, a Jewish woman. She had a small daughter. They got married. There is no
peace with this marriage. Sofa does not always care for Lyonia. Her daughter grew up. Got married,
had two daughters and moved to Israel with her family. Sofa wants to go there, too, but Lyonia
cannot change the climate or his way of life so dramatically.
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