
The Graduation Ball Of Eshua Almalech's
Grandson David Djambazov 

This is a photo of the graduation ball of my grandson of David Djambazov, son of my daughter
Zelma Almalech, in May 1995. David is in the middle, I am to his left. In front of me is David's
sister, Irina. To the right of David is my wife Nedyalka, at her other side is our son Mony Almalech.

My children grew up in a democratic atmosphere at home. In the old passports issued to all
Bulgarian citizens when they become 16 years old, there was a column 'nationality'. When they
were old enough to be issued passports, they both wrote 'Jew' in it. Although my wife Nedyalka is a
Bulgarian, after she spent a couple of years with my stepmother Luna, she learned the Jewish
cuisine. Later when we lived with her parents, they also got to like our cuisine. Both the Jewish and
the Christian holidays have been observed in our family. My daughter Zelma Almalech worked
more than 27 years in the Bulgarian National Television first as an editor and later as editor-in-chief
of the cultural programs and as a member of the board of the directors of the national television.
From the beginning of this year, she works in the 'Marketing and Public Relations' department of
the 'Anubis' publishing house. She has two children - a son, David Djambazov, who completed his
university education in the USA and now works there, and a daughter Irina Djambazova, who is
now in the 11th grade of the trade and banking high school in Sofia. Zelma's husband, Stephan
Djambazov is also a journalist. Let me tell you an interesting story. The parents of my son-in-law
Stephan divorced when he was 2-3 years old. He lived with his mother when he married my
daughter in 1977. When he told his parents that he wanted to marry a Jew, his father was against
it. Stephan's mother told me that. She was present at this conversation and reacted very angrily.
She was a Bulgarian, but had cousins, who had adopted Judaism and now lived in Israel. I shared
with you this story, because although Bulgarians are tolerant as a whole, there are always some
prejudiced people, who are not only against the Jews, but also against other minorities in Bulgaria.
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