
Samuel Herskovits 

This is probably a picture of Samuel Herskovits, one of my mother's brothers. As for my maternal
grandfather, the Herskovitses weren't rich, nor poor, but even if they were poor, they wouldn't
show it. If clothes were stained, they were cleaned and ironed, and everybody saw what orderly
people they were. You never saw them dirty, or in rags! If someone is poor, it doesn't mean they
have to let themselves go. My maternal grandfather was Jakab Herskovits. He died about the same
time his youngest daughter (my aunt) was born, in 1895. Since he was born in Csenger in 1860, he
was about thirty-five years old. His heart gave out on him. For the sake of something different, he
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was a tavern owner. Grandma was left alone with a lot of children, and went blind with the last one.
I don't know how she raised the children, only that they all turned out to be people. Two became
cantor teachers. Samuel Herskovits was from Vecses. Samuel was the oldest sibling. He lived in
Vecses, had a family, five children. He had a son named Laci Halmos - he magyarized his name -
who was a bank director at the Ertekforgalmi [Securities Trade] Bank. He was called up for work
service [Forced labor] and died. His other son, Erno was also in forced labor. His wife and child
perished in Auschwitz. Samuel and his wife also died in Auschwitz.
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