
Debora Stiel 

This is a photo of my grandmother Debora Stiel, nee Korngold. It was taken in Cracow in 1938.

Debora Stiel was my grandmother on my mother's side. Debora, and Doba in Hebrew. She was an
older woman; she wore a wig. She had three daughters. My mother was the eldest - Ettel Bertram.
The second was Anna, Hania, Chana, I'm not sure of her name. My grandparents' youngest
daughter was Bluma. She married Aleksander Eintracht. My grandmother also had two sons. One
son was Lazarz, Luzor in Hebrew. The other son was named Jankiel, Jaakow. I didn't know him; he
died in Vienna. He was very devout. Hania, the middle daughter, married Izydor Grinbaum.
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All my family went into the ghetto in 1941. I also found out from my aunt that my parents had lived
on the ground floor in the same building in the ghetto as her. And they had gone in the first
transport, on 2nd June 1942. Apparently, first of all, on a Saturday, they had gone to do some road
works, and my father hadn't managed to get them a blue card, which could have helped them live
longer. And people who didn't have a blue card were deported at once along with the whole
transport via Plaszow camp, and at Plaszow into what were probably cattle wagons. My uncle told
me that they spread lime there. And then, when they went to Belzec, there weren't gas chambers
at that time, but just exhaust fumes from motor vehicles. They weren't all taken away at the same
time; other relatives went in later transports. All my relatives were there, my uncles and my aunts.
They went in later transports.
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