
Vera Burdenko And Her Sister Lilia Korolik 

This is a picture of my sister Lilia Korolik and me (on the left). The photo was taken in Kiev in the
1950s. After the war I entered Kiev Music School. After finishing it I entered the flute department at
the Conservatory. Lilia studied at the conducting/choir department of Kiev Music School. She met
Igor Ivaschenko, a nice, young Ukrainian man, and married him in 1949. All of us lived in this three-
bedroom apartment on Tverskaya Street: my parents, Lilia, her husband and their daughter Irina,
born in 1951, Asia, Tasia and I. My bed was in the bathroom for quite some time - our bathroom
was a big room - and we used to look at things with a sense of humor. We always had guests at
home. My younger sisters' friends used to visit them right after their classes were over,
conservatory students used to come by and we all enjoyed ourselves and felt comfortable,
although our living conditions were always rather difficult. Later Tasia entered Kishinyov
Conservatory. It became more and more difficult for a Jew to enter higher educational institutions
or find a job. I must say that Lilia lived very well at that time. Her husband Igor went abroad on
tours and they were very well-off. And she always remembered that her sister needed help. She
always bought or made things double - one was always for Vera, me.
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