
Inna Hvatovker 

This is a picture of Inna Hvatovker, the adopted daughter of my stepfather Sergei Shmaria Landau.
The photo was taken in Kiev in the 1930s. My stepfather was married before he married Mama. He
had married a woman with two children and they had a wonderful family. He loved the children and
brought them up. But his first wife Susanna Hvatovker died in 1948. He married my mother in
1953. His older daughter Inna, or Irina, was born in 1916, but I don't know her place of birth. She
finished the school of working youth in Kiev. Then she went to Leningrad and got educated at the
Radio Engineering Institute. She worked at the Higher Marine College in Leningrad for many years.
Her husband and children decided to emigrate to Israel and she had to accept their decision and go
with them. She didn't want to go. She was a member of the Party. But she understood that it would
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be a tragedy for her husband if his daughter lived alone in another country and she agreed to
leave. She lived in Israel from 1974. In the summer of 1991 she visited Kiev, but she couldn't go to
Leningrad, which she loved and missed so much. She died in Jerusalem in 1992.
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