
Feiga Leya Levit 

This is my maternal grandma Feiga Leya Levit.

They took this picture when she aned grandpa had their golden wedding in Kherson in 1920. She
died two years later.

My maternal grandparents were born and lived in the first half of the 19th century in Kherson.
Grandfather Gersh Levit, born in the 1840s was a melamed, a teacher, and that's how he earned a
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living.

He had a big thick beard and he was almost bald. He wore a high hat, a skull-cap and dark long
clothes. I remember Jewish boys coming to our house and studying in a separate room.

I could hear Jewish words and prayers. Grandma Feiga Leya, who was also born in the 1840s, was a
housewife. She was a very hospitable and kind woman. I don't know her maiden name or her
background, she never told me and I never asked.

The elder generation and my parents spoke Yiddish to each other, but lived among Russians and
Ukrainians, so they knew Russian pretty well, and spoke in Russian to the children as well.

In 1920 my maternal grandparents celebrated their golden wedding anniversary. They had lived
together for 50 years. All relatives, even poor ones, came to the celebration, collected some money
and presented an expensive golden watch to grandpa and a black silk skirt to grandma.

My grandmother died in Kherson in 1922.

My grandfather lived another 10 years after. Before he died he had made a voyage to several cities
and visited his children, who lived in Odessa, Leningrad and Moscow. He was very proud of that trip
of his. He died in Moscow at his daughter Khaya's place in 1932.
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