
Harry Fink With His Mother Marketa
Finkova 

In this photo you can see me and my mother, Marketa Finkova, nee Scharpnerova. The picture was
probably taken in 1924, but I don't know where. My mother was born in Hermanov Mestec in the
year 1898. I don't know if she studied anything, she was only ever a housewife. She finished her
compulsory schooling, which was I don't know how long during the time of Austria [Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy]. My parents were on the stricter side when it came to me, there was no
shortage of the occasional slap here and there. Mainly from my father, my mother too, but then it
really had to be for good reason. She went at it cleverly, she'd complain about me to my father,
and my father would take care of me tout suite. I think that my father was the stricter one. He was
terribly touchy regarding school. I remember when I was small, and at school we had religion class
[Judaism], and once the class was cancelled and I came home an hour early. And my father didn't
want to believe me, so he ran over to my school and went to ask whether I wasn't making it up.
Well, I really wasn't making it up. But that wasn't of any use to me, because that day I had done
something, I don't even know what any more, and I got a good hiding. A servant by the name of
Bozenka helped my mother with the household. I had a nanny, but I don't remember her name. We
always just called her 'young lady.' This young lady worked for us until I started school, because I
didn't attend nursery school. She took care of me and took me on walks and to the park. Bozenka
had to work hard, because our apartment was horrible. Only those four rooms in the front had a
total of about 300 square meters, and then there were all sorts of other things, hallways and
foyers. And to clean all that...My mother only cooked and went shopping, except for vegetables,
that was my father's thing. I've got to say, that my mother cooked very well. My favorite food was
apricot dumplings with cottage cheese.
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