
Michal Friedman Lecturers Of The Lodz
Military School 

This is me (third from left) with my colleagues in the Political and Educational Officers? School in
Lodz. The photo was taken in 1945. I reached Lublin after 22nd July 1944 and remained there until
the liberation of Warsaw. I taught at the Political and Educational Officers' School. The day after
Warsaw was liberated, I went there to see if I could find anyone. I saw ruins and a great emptiness;
there was no way to figure out which street you were on. The Jewish district had been wiped out;
other streets, too. I came back very quickly. Afterwards, the officers' school was transferred to
Lodz. It was there that all the important institutions were based. At the time, much publicity was
being given to a proposal to make Lodz the capital of Poland, instead of Warsaw. I remained in
Lodz until 1946. In 1946 they sent me to the Infantry Officers School in Inowroclaw as deputy
commander. I became a major. From there they sent me to Krakow, to the Infantry Officers' School.
From 1947 on I was in Wroclaw. I organized an evening high school for cadets, since they didn't
have high school diplomas. There was a slogan then: Not a high school diploma, but honest
intentions will make an officer out of you. I hired there a whole galaxy of teachers, and everyone
got his diploma in three years. In Lublin a Jewish club was established for all the survivors who
registered there. It was named after Peretz and located on Lubartowska Street. The Sukkot holiday
came around. I was on duty and I thought to myself: 'Let's go and see. Perhaps I'll run into
someone.' Dinner was served; I was sitting there in my uniform - I don't recall now whether I was a
lieutenant or second lieutenant then - and right across the table from me a man was sitting, and it
seemed to me that I knew his face. All of a sudden, he speaks to me: 'Friedman?' And I say:
'Feldszu!' It was my last teacher from Kovel! We embraced each other over the table; he delivered
a toast, then I did. He had obviously realized that it wouldn't be smart for him to remain in Poland
since they would get at him for being a Zionist and a right-winger. And he left for Israel.
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