
Lilly Krauskopfova And Her Family 

This is a picture of Aunt Lilly's family. From the right are Lilly, her mother and then her brother
Franta. I don't recognize the man on the left but I don't think that it's Max Rubin, Lilly's father. The
picture was probably taken in Prague at some studio in the second half of the 1910s. My mother's
brother, Rudolf Krauskopf, was born in 1898 in Prague. His wife was Jewish, Aunt Lilly, born
Rubinova in 1905. They had two sons, Pavel and Jiri. Jiri was born in 1926 and Pavel nine years
later. Jiri and Pavel were like brothers to me, and my aunt meant more to me than my own mother.
I loved her very much. They were my main family. Uncle Rudolf used to say: 'Every normal person
marries a woman and has as many children with her as he himself wants. Instead of two children I
have three, and instead of one woman two.' And then he would explain it: 'When we buy something
for my children, Ruth has to get the same. And when my wife is having something sewn for her, the
same has to be sewn for Ruth as well.' Aunt Lilly came from a very rich family. Her father, Max
Rubin, had a large carpet and linoleum store. They owned a corner building with an arcade on
today's I.P. Pavlova Square in Prague. My aunt had a brother, Franta, who was born in 1898. When
my aunt was getting married, she got a million crowns as her dowry from her father. Apparently
both fathers were arguing about it, my grandfather was telling Lilly's father that he doesn't need
his money, that he has his own and doesn't have to wait for some dowry, that Rudolf was marrying
Lilly for love, and not for money. Lilly's father, on the other hand, was threatening that he won't
allow the wedding if they don't take the dowry. There simply wasn't any sort of financial need in
those families.
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