
Moisey Goihberg's Paternal Grandmother
Zlata Goihberg 

This is my paternal grandmother, Zlata Goihberg, on a photo taken in New York around 1924. She
was photographed on the occasion of her jubilee. My paternal grandfather and grandmother,
Moisey and Zlata Goihberg, who were born in the 1860s, lived in Ivanovka village, in Mohilev-
Podolsk district in Vinnitsa province. My grandfather owned a store where he sold haberdashery,
tools and all other essential commodities. He often went to purchase merchandise in Mohilev. In
such cases my grandmother Zlata was his replacement in the store. My grandfather Moisey was a
decent and honest businessman. Farmers greatly respected my grandfather's family. My
grandfather often gave them food products on credit and sometimes lent them money without
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charging them interest. They always paid their debts on time. My grandfather's family observed all
the Jewish traditions and celebrated the Jewish holidays. They honored the Sabbath and tried to
follow the laws of kashrut. I don't know whether other Jewish families in Ivanovka had a similar
level of religiosity. However, I wouldn't say that my grandparents were really religious. They didn't
pray and they didn't go to the synagogue in Mohilev, which was about 20 km from Ivanovka. They
only went there once a year, at Rosh Hashanah. There was no synagogue in the village. My
grandfather kept his store open even on Saturday if it was necessary. My grandfather Moisey and
grandmother Zlata had 4 sons and a daughter. My father Iosif, the oldest, was born in 1893. Motia
was born in 1895, Meyir in 1899, Zicia in 1903, and their sister Rachel was born in 1905. Sometime
in 1918, during the Civil War, my grandfather went from Mohilev to sell merchandise. He was
coming back with 2 or 3 farmers from his village when they were attacked by either Petliura or
Denikin units. They beat my grandfather and stole his commodities. The farmers begged the
bandits to leave my grandfather alone and tried to convince them that he was a very nice man, but
it didn't help. They killed my grandfather and threw his body into the Dnestr River. My grandfather
Moisey wasn't even buried. After my grandfather's death my grandmother Zlata was inconsolable,
but she had to provide for her children. She lived in the village for some time. Around 1921 she
moved to America with 3 of their sons and their daughter. They had crossed the Dnestr to Romania
and from there left for America. I don't know whether they observed Jewish traditions in America.
My grandmother Zlata lived with Meyir's family. She died in 1938.
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