
Lazar Gurfinkel's Mother Sarah Gurfinkel
With Her Cousin's Brother And Sisters 

My mother, Sarah Gurfinkel [nee Akkerman], and the children of my mother father's sister Feiga.
The photo was taken in Khotin in 1895. My mother's parents lived in Kamenets-Podolsk. Her father,
Yankel Akkerman, was born in Kamenets-Podolsk in the 1840s. Her mother Pesia Akkerman [nee
Lukacher], was a few years younger than my grandfather. My grandmother's parents also lived in
Kamenets-Podolsk. My mother was born in 1881. She was their only child. She was named Sarah
after her father's mother but called Sopha at home. My grandmother died of typhoid in 1884 when
my mother was 3. My grandfather didn't remarry. My grandfather's sister, Feiga, lived in Khotin
with her family. She raised my mother while my grandfather provided for her. Feiga was a widow
and had two children of her own. She married her deceased husband's brother, and they had two
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more children. Feiga owned a small fabric store. She bought fabrics at the fabric warehouse to sell
them in her store. She provided well for the family. She was moderately religious. They celebrated
Sabbath and Jewish holidays. They spoke Yiddish and Russian in the family. Feiga didn't have a
housemaid. Her husband replaced her in the store when she needed to cook for the family. She
was tall, thin and strong. She was an intelligent businesswoman. I met her several times and it was
always interesting to talk to her. She died in the ghetto in 1942 at the age of 98 There was no
grammar school for girls in Khotin. My mother and Feiga's children studied at home with a teacher
who came to teach them Hebrew, Yiddish and the Torah. Another teacher came to teach them the
educational program of elementary school. At the age of 10 my mother went to grammar school in
Kamenets-Podolsk, not far from Khotin. She lived in the hostel on weekdays and went to Khotin on
weekends. My mother spoke fluent Russian and read a lot of Russian books. When she was younger
she went on trips to Kiev and Odessa.
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