
Bozsi Spiegel 

This is my sister Bozsi Spiegel, nee Friedmann, in our garden in Eger in 1930. All my sisters finished
the four classes of the middle school. My parents had more money for the education of my older
sisters, and by the time it was my turn, the money was gone. Sewing was almost the only trade
that we could always do for a living for sure. So, they decided that the girls should learn sewing.
Girls didn't really have the possibility to learn any other trade at that time, especially if they were
Jewish. Bozsi worked for a family, acquaintances of ours - people often learned a trade through
acquaintances. It was very good that we didn't go to an unknown person to learn the trade,
everybody new Dad and everybody liked him. Bozsi sewed for sale. Bozsi married someone from
Pest. She had a great love in Eger, a boy called Pista Deutsch, but his mom didn't allow him to
court Bozsi because she was a rather poor girl. They used to meet but you couldn't really oppose
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your parents at that time. We had to follow the traditions in everything. Pal Spiegel was
recommended -matchmaking was common in those days. Spiegel had a pickle-producing
workshop. It was a family business. Bozsi didn't work. In those days not everybody worked. Her
husband provided for her. They got married in 1937, but they lived together for a relatively short
time. Their daughter, Julika, was born in 1939. The troubles started in 1944 and by that time Pal
was already dead. He committed suicide because he had asthma and couldn't sleep at night, so he
jumped out of the window. He was buried in the Jewish cemetery, but I don't know the details how
this could have been arranged. I don't know, someone must have managed to get the permission,
probably the relatives. The whole family was shaken. Nothing like this had ever happened in our
life. He was a very intelligent nice man, only he wasn't healthy. But we didn't know that when Mom
married Bozsi to him. [After his death] Bozsi returned to Eger and lived with Mom and Dad and sew
clothes for others. She had to make a living from something.
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