
Ibi Krausz With A Friend 

This is me with a friend in Gyor in the summer of 1941. I was born in 1921 in Gyor. I attended a
Jewish elementary school, which was near the temple. There was only one high school in Gyor,
which was called Count Albert Aponyi High School. It was a very beautiful building, and in my
opinion, it's still one of the most beautiful buildings in Gyor today. There were eight classes. It was
a completely Christian school, but many of us, Jewish girls, attended it. The difference was that
everyone had their own religion class separately. We also had a religion teacher, he was called
Jozsef Ullman, and he was awfully severe. We had to read in Hebrew, but he mostly taught Jewish
history, which was quite interesting. There were maybe eight or nine Jews in class. There was a
team spirit among the Jewish girls, but I had some Christian girlfriends, as well. These weren't close
relationships, but we were on good terms with each other. Then I transferred to higher commercial
school after four years of high school. Because my parents thought - and they were right - that in
the future it would be much more useful to have learnt something practical as well. My best friend
stayed in high school, but we remained very close to each other, and then another transferred to
higher commercial school, and then a third one too, so several of us transferred. It was four years
of study there, too. I learned to be a milliner after school. Jewish girls had to learn some trade as
well. At that time, the fact that young Jews couldn't hold serious jobs began to cast its shadow on
us. We were regular cinema-goers and went to the theater a lot. We played tennis and went
rowing. Of course, I was a good swimmer because the swimming pool in Gyor was very nice and we
visited it all summer long. There was a club at which there were lots of Jews, though it wasn't a
Jewish club. We attended a dance-school, and they held a dance-school ball at the end of the
course. Then I was in a long white tulle dress, it was lovely. I was quite good-looking as a young girl
and had many suitors. And I enjoyed these dance-parties so much. I love to dance. I went there
with my girlfriends regularly.
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