
Henryk Wislicki 

This is a photo of Henryk Wislicki, the brother of my grandmother Blima. He was an officer in the
Polish Army. I think, this photo was taken about 1930. At the beginning of 1939 we were in
Danczypol, and Father's unit was stationed somewhere east of the river Bug, he was a corporal in
the artillery. I remember it when the Russians entered, on 17th September , and how Mother and
the others commented on Molotov's speech, which was very anti-Polish. And one day, around 22nd
or 23rd September, we heard a cannonade, the shelling of the surrounding area lasted about an
hour, and then they marched in, the Bolshevik [here derogatory for Soviet] army for all I knew. And
so they came, a cavalry troop; we were all in the manor house, in the hall, and they came in, I still
remember the commander saying 'Kapitalisty'. The Ukrainian servants were also in the house, the
Soviets sat for a while and leaving, that officer said to the servants, 'It's going to be your turn now
to live in these chambers'. And they went to Grabowiec. That was the place they had been shelling,
Grabowiec, a small Jewish town. Some two hours later someone came in running to my Mother to
tell her that among the killed Polish soldiers was Captain Wislicki, Grandma Blima's brother. Mom
took the chaise and we went to Grabowiec. I didn't see the corpse, I was still a child. Mom arranged
all the different funeral issues, as he had converted to the catholic faith.
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