
Karel Synek And Anna Schwelbova As
Bridesmaid And Groomsman At A Wedding 

This is Uncle Karel Synek, my father's brother, with my mother's sister Anna Schwelbova, nee
Steinerova, when they were bridesmaid and groomsman at a wedding, most likely of my parents.
My parents didn't have a Jewish wedding. It was definitely a civil wedding; they weren't believers.
My mother had one sister, named Anna Schwelbova. She was born on 10th December 1904. She
was married about three times, and with one of her husbands, some Neumann, she had a son,
Zdenek, who was two years older than I. I think that Neumann, but that I'm not sure of, maybe it
was Schwelba, was a barber or hairdresser, something like that. Anna, her son and her mother, my
grandmother Hermina Steinerova, went onto the transport already at the beginning of 1942, and
maybe didn't even go through Terezin, but straight away somewhere further on. I think that they
died somewhere in Poland. My father had one brother, Karel. He was somewhat younger, I think he
was born sometime around 1896. He married Vlasta, née Kolarova. She apprenticed as a dental
technician at my father's where she met my uncle. Vlasta wasn't Jewish, so my uncle would have
survived the war thanks to that mixed marriage, but they divorced because of property. Probably in
1940 or 1941. My aunt was probably afraid to live with a Jew. I wouldn't say that it was only for the
sake of appearances, because after that they didn't live together anymore. I think that my uncle
then lived with his father, but I don't know exactly. He used to come to our place for lunch. Already
before his departure for Terezin, my uncle had open tuberculosis - I remember that we always used
to wash all the dishes with permanganate - and he died of this disease in Terezin, in 1943.
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