
Semyon Nezhynski 

I, Semyon Nezhynski, photographed in my uniform with military awards on the 40th anniversary of
the end of World War II. This photo was taken in Kiev on 9th May 1985. In May 1969 I retired from
the army. I was allowed to continue wearing my uniform and I also got a military pension. I didn't
want to stay in Yerevan after I retired. My parents returned from Novokuznetsk to Kiev in 1947. I
decided to move to Kiev with my family. My parents bought a small house on the right bank of the
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Dnieper near the Paton bridge in Kiev. We received a big apartment in the center of Kiev. Once I
met the retired lieutenant colonel Waisband, my former fellow comrade. He offered me the job of
the director of 'Kievkniga' book supply company. I began to refuse. I was a military and could be in
command of a division, but had no competence in what he was offering me. However, he said that
he knew me well and believed that I would manage all right. At that time Jews had problems with
finding employment. To become director of a book company I had to be approved by a Party
district committee. Waisband went to the district committee and insisted that they approved me
for this position. In 1969 I became director of the 'Kievkniga' supply company. I've always had a
professional attitude when it comes to a job I have to do. I entered the extramural Faculty of
Directors of Book Supplies of the College of Culture in Leningrad. I finished it with honors and got a
diploma. Director of book supplies was a high position at that time. I worked there until 1993.
Between 1970-1978 my wife was a bibliographer in the assortment office of my supply company.
Irina loved books. Besides, she finished the Faculty of History and this helped her to do her job
perfectly. Irina retired in 1978. She still loves books. She is fond of reading memoirs of people of
the arts and theater. She spends her pension at book markets. I retired at the age of 70. By that
time I had worked for 52 years, including my military career. I decided it was time for me to rest
from work. The new director tried to convince me to take any position I liked, but it was hard for me
to continue working and I refused.
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