
Jerzy Pikielny 

This is how I look today. The photo was taken in Warsaw in the 2000s. My upbringing, but also my
wartime experiences have made me a man who unequivocally declares not to believe in God. I
think if God was truly the one to take care of justice, then what I've seen - and I'm not even
speaking of what I've come through myself - cannot have been punishment for any kind of sins.
And babies have nothing to be punished for. But in the Lodz ghetto the Germans would drop babies
from the third floor straight onto the back of a truck, arrange them into an even layer, and then
trample on them and lay a second layer? It's impossible to still have faith. I didn't and still don't
have any contact with the Jewish traditions. I'm a member of the Jewish Veterans and World War
Two Victims Association, but that's an absolutely non-religious organization. I had a feeling I ought
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to get involved in social work, it's a kind of obligation that older people feel towards the young. I
agreed to take part in the work of a welfare committee. That committee consists of representatives
of various Jewish organizations. Recently I even joined the Association's Central Board. I don't have
any Jewish friends in Poland. I don't know if that's good or bad. Or what others think of it, either. I
don't think only religious people can be Jewish, but maybe that is so to some degree.
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