
Invitation For Elkhonen Saks' Bar Mitzvah 

This is the invitation for my bar mitzvah. The Jews in Valga looked similar to other inhabitants in
their appearance, but their way of life was a little different. We had a synagogue and a rabbi. The
community rented a building for the synagogue. On Jewish holidays more than 100 people
attended. We also went to the synagogue on holidays. I remember the day of my bar mitzvah very
well. For two months our Valga rabbi, Katz, taught me how to read the Torah at the ceremony. It
found it very interesting. On 13th April 1940 our relatives and friends came to the synagogue,
around 25 people all in all. I read well and was very proud that my first reading of the Torah passed
successfully. Then the celebrations continued in our home.
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