
Golda Ravikovich With Her Siblings 

This is a picture of my mother Golda Ravikovich, nee Gorokhovskaya and her brothers and sisters.
Sitting, from left to right: Shura (or Shyfra), Hanne, my mother Golda. Standing: David
Gorokhovskiy, Michael, Hanne's husband; Alik, David's son; and my mother's brother Naum
Gorokhovskiy. The photo was taken in Kiev in 1968. There were seven children in my mother's
family. The oldest, Shyfra, was called by the Russian name [common name] of Shura. She was born
in 1901. In 1902 Michael, Munia, followed. The next child was my mother Golda, born in 1904. Then
came David in 1907 and Hanne in 1908. In 1913 their son Naum, Nuhim, was born and the last
daughter Polina, Perl, followed in 1917. My mother's family moved to Kiev in 1924. They settled
down in Spasskaya Street in Podol, an ancient neighborhood in Kiev where craftsmen lived. My
mother became a shop assistant in a small food store. David went to the school of political studies.
[Editor's note: these were Marxist party schools where future party cadres were trained.] David
finished the school of political studies. He was a political officer. He got married to a Jewish girl and
had a son, Pavel. The younger children went to a Russian elementary school. Munia went to work at
the reconstruction of the garment factory, which was ruined during the Civil War. When the factory
was set up Munia was appointed director of the factory. He received a room in a communal
apartment on Kreschatik, the central thoroughfare [Kreschatik is the main street in Kiev]. He spent
all his time at work. He was single. He lived with his parents. Naum entered an Air Force school
after finishing secondary school. My mother's older sister, Shura, married a Jew named Michael. Of
all children only my mother had a traditional Jewish wedding. The rest of them had civil ceremonies
and no wedding parties, which was customary after the Revolution of 1917. Sheura had two
daughters. The older one was called Maria. I don't remember the name of the younger one. Shura
was a housewife. Hanne finished an accounting school. She married a Jew named Michael. I don't
remember his last name. She worked before her daughter was born. When she had the baby she
quit. Polina also got married to a Jew and had a son. If I remember correctly, his name was
Vladimir. In 1945 my mother's brother David returned from the front. His family perished in
evacuation. David remarried a Jewish girl and had a son called Alexandr with his second wife. David
lived in Kiev and was an accountant. He died in Kiev in 1980. Naum also returned from the front.
He was a fighter pilot throughout the war. After the war he got married and had two children. He
didn't keep in touch with his relatives after he returned from the front. I have no information about
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him or his family. Naum lived in Kiev and was a lecturer at Kiev Air Force College. He died in Kiev in
1984. My mother's older sister Shura returned from evacuation in the Ural where she was with her
two daughters. Her husband Michael also returned from the front. They managed to get their
apartment back and lived there all their life. Shura died in Kiev in 1972. None of them was buried in
the Jewish cemetery. They didn't observe Jewish traditions after the war.
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