
Igor Selmakher 

This is a picture of my son Igor Selmakher. The photo was taken in Chernovtsy in 1976. My son was
born in 1957. We named him Igor so the first letter of his name begins with the same letter as my
grandfather's name: Isaac Bekker. He was circumcised. I had a short maternity leave and came
back to work when my son was three months old. My mother-in-law took care of the baby. My work
was quite near where we lived and she took him to my workplace for me to feed him. My mother-
in-law began to feel ill because she had lived three years in the ghetto, but she raised our son
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nevertheless. Igor was a nice boy. He wasn't particularly good at his studies, but I hadn't been
either. His teachers and classmates treated him well. After finishing school he entered the College
of Refrigeration Units. After finishing college our son married one of his classmates, a Jewish girl. In
1980 their daughter Diana was born. Regretfully, my son's marriage didn't last. His ex-wife and his
daughter live in Germany now. After perestroika my son and his friend opened a company involved
in the manufacture of plastic bags. That's what he does now. He got married again. His wife is
Jewish. They didn't have a traditional Jewish wedding. She is a dentist. They don't have children
yet.
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