
Peisach Shein 

This is my mother's youngest brother Peisach Shein, he sent Mama this photo, when he was on
service in the Estonian army. Peisach wearing the military uniform of the Estonian army. This photo
was taken in 1930. After moving to Valga my maternal grandfather took to timber business, and in
due time he became a rather prominent timber manufacturer. His older sons Efrayim, Herz and
Leib went to work at an early age. The family was big, and they had to help their father to support
it. Besides studying in cheder they had no further education. My grandfather's daughters and
younger sons received Jewish and secular education. They finished a Russian gymnasium in Valga.
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Mama's older sister Rohe-Gitl married Moisey Levitin, a doctor. They had a son, whose name was
Grigoriy. Rohe-Gitl died young in 1919. Efrayim married Rosa Kaplan. Rosa came from Aluksne in
Latvia. She finished the Dental Faculty of Tartu University and worked as a dentist. Their only
daughter Roni was born in 1936. Naftole-Herz married Yevgenia Goldberg from Riga. Their
daughter Irene was born in 1932. Ella was married, but I don't remember her husband or children's
names. Ella had three children. They lived in Riga. Leib was married to Polina Rapoport. Polina was
born in Tallinn in 1912. Her father was a timber manufacturer. He died young, and her mother took
up the timber business. Polina had two younger brothers: Samuel, born in 1917, and Simon, born in
1924. After getting married Polina moved to Valga. In 1936 their only son Solomon was born.
Abram and Peisach also had families, but I don't remember the names of their wives or children.
Isroel was single. My mother Esther entered the Dental Faculty of Tartu University after finishing
the gymnasium, but she never finished it. When my parents got married, my father told my mother
that one dentist in the family was enough, and a married woman should take the responsibility for
her children and the house. Mama quit her studies when she was a 2nd-year student. She was a
housewife. Mama's sisters were housewives after getting married too. Her younger brothers were
businessmen. They had their own businesses.
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