
Ruth Strazh And Her Family 

This photo was taken at my home before my granddaughter Angelina's departure to the USA. My
son is not here, he was photographing us. From left to right: my younger sister Sofia, I, my
grandchildren Vadim Strazh and Angelina Ekkey, my son's wife Margarita. This photo was taken in
Tallinn in 1994. My son Maxim married Margarita, a Russian girl. She is two years older than my
son. Margarita was born in a town in Lithuania. When she was a child, her family moved to Tallinn.
Margarita worked as a planner in the department for light industry. Their son Vadim was born in
1969. Their daughter Angelina was born in 1976. Though my daughter-in-law is Russian, my son's
family observed Jewish traditions and celebrated holidays. Margarita learned to bake challah and
cook traditional Jewish food. She asked me for recipes and wrote them down. They raised their
children Jewish. My grandson Vadim studied in Moscow. After finishing the Road Transport College
he returned to Tallinn. He works in a car company. Vadim married Nastia, Anastasia, a Russian girl.
They have a son, whose name is Alan. Angelina, my favorite, studied at school with advanced study
of the English language. She was eager to become a lawyer. When she was still at school, there
was a student exchange program introduced. Angelina submitted her papers to participate in this
program. There was a stiff competition, and the requirements were very challenging. Angelina won
the competition. My son wanted her to go to study in the USA where she could get good education
and have best prospects for life, but at the last moment my granddaughter got scared. She was
crying and I was telling her that she could always come back home if she didn't like it there.
Angelina went to America with two suitcases. One was smaller where she packed her clothes, and
the bigger one was full of books. She was staying with a family in Miami. There were two daughters
in the family, and one was having problems with mathematics, and the parents were hoping that
Angelina would help her. My granddaughter had the highest grades in mathematics. The family
welcomed Angelina cordially. They treated her like she was one of them. Angelina entered a Law
College. A year later the family decided to make a present for Angelina. They visited Tallinn with
her and met her family. They stayed with us for a month.
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