
Julianna Sharik 

That’s me. The picture was taken at home by my husband when I had just entered the apartment.
The picture was taken in Tallinn in 1998.

Right upon graduation, I started teaching English in the evening school. The compulsory and
evening school was in one building. It was located on the outskirts of Tallinn, which was the
workers’ district. I loved my school very much. Gradually I started teaching both in the evening and
compulsory school. Then I was transferred to compulsory school. I worked there for 31 years. I liked
my job. There was a very good team. I always got along with the students.

In the summer I bumped into my former classmate Viva Glukhovskaya. I knew that she had
become the headmistress of the Jewish school, based in the premises of the former Jewish lyceum
due to the efforts of the Jewish community. In 1990 the school had just been opened and there
were job openings for teachers. It was less than a month before the school year. They said that
they really needed an English teacher, but Viva thought that I would be afraid to work for the
Jewish school and that my husband would not let me go there. I said that I was the one who tackled
issues like that without asking my husband. I said I would make my final decision after taking a
look at the school. I said I would go and see if that would suit me. We agreed on the meeting. When
I came there, I understood that I was perfectly okay with it.

Since the beginning of the school year, I was employed at the Jewish school. It was very interesting
for me. I started taking an interest in Jewish history, traditions, culture. There was a large library
there and I started reading the materials that caught my eye. They sent me to the conferences,
workshops. I was carried away with new knowledge, bought many books and read them. Since my
first days at school I taught Jewish history in English without knowing the subject. I told them
honestly that they probably had better knowledge of Jewish history than I and my task was to teach
them English with the help of the Jewish theme. I was very fond of that and started finding the
textbooks for all levels of the English language, made my own lesson plans.
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