
Sara Gurovich And Her Mother Eta
Maidannik 

This is my mother Sara Gurovich and my grandmother Eta Maidannik. This photo was taken in
Zhmerinka in 1916.

I know very little about my mother’s parents. All I know is that my maternal grandfather, Isaac
Maidannik, was born in Zhmerinka, Vinnitsa region, in 1882. Grandfather Isaac went to synagogue
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on Saturday and on Jewish holidays and observed all Jewish traditions. My aunt Rosa, my
grandfather’s older daughter, told me about it. My maternal grandmother, Eta Maidannik, whose
maiden name I don’t know, was born in the same town in 1882. My grandfather Isaac and
grandmother Eta met in 1898. They got married in 1899. They were both 17 when they got
married.

My grandfather Isaac and grandmother Eta died from influenza within three days in 1917. They
were both 35 years old. They were buried in accordance with the Jewish traditions in Zhmerinka.
My aunt Rosa, who was 17 years old at the time, made all the arrangements for the funeral. She
told us that there was the Kaddish recited at the cemetery.

My grandfather Isaac and grandmother Eta had four children. My mother was born in Zhmerinka,
Vinnitsa region, in 1910. Her parents died when my mother was seven years old. My mother was
raised by her older sister Rosa and her husband Isaac. My mother finished seven years at school in
Zhmerinka and in 1925 she moved to Odessa where it was easier to find a job and get a profession.
My mother went to work as a leather cutter at the shoe factory. She also studied at a ‘fabzavuch’
school. [Fabzavuch schools are factory or plant vocational schools.] My mother rented a room and
also paid for her meals to the owner of the apartment. She met my future father at the factory.
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