
Lyudmila Kreslova’s Cousin 

This is the elder son of my uncle Zalman Kurnov. I don’t know his name. The picture was taken in
the USA in 1928.

Mendel and Esther Kurnov had seven children. Their first son, Zalman, was born in 1894. Later, in
1896 my mother Rakhil was born. The next child, David, was born in 1898. After him daughter
Nina, daughter Basia, daughter Frida and son Sholom were born. Grandmother gave birth to her
last child when she was 45. All children were born in Vitebsk. None of my mother's brothers and
sisters was really religious. Zalman, was a very good tailor.

We lost touch with his family during the war. They thought we had perished.  Uncle Zalman left for
America in 1914, at the age of 17. Grandmother cried and didn’t want to let him leave. My mother
was around 15 and she interceded for him, telling Grandmother that there was no war there and
wars happened here.

Zalman married an American Jewess in America and they had two sons. We lost contact with them
in 1941. Grandmother had their address, and my mother was illiterate and wasn’t able to write or
remember the address. So we lost touch with them. em.

I wanted to find them with the help of the Foreign Legal Board and the Red Cross, but they refused.
It was possible during the Soviet time, but nowadays one has to pay those who conduct the search.
The name of the town was Paulmin. It was renamed after some scientist. I heard about it on TV, my
frying pan burnt, but I missed the name.
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