
Gherda Kagan, With Her Parents Raisa
Zivik-Kagan And Isaac Kagan And Her
Father's Colleagues. 

This is me, Gherda Kagan, with my parents Raisa Zivik-Kagan (sitting) and Isaac Kagan (the first
from the right ), and my father's colleagues. This photo was made in Yevpatoria in 1935. I don’t
remember anything about that trip. In 1939 my father went to work in 'conservetrest'. All food
preserve factories all over Ukraine were under its supervision. He also did diploma designs at the
institute to earn more for the family. My father was very strict, serious, pedantic and demanding
and was a very hardworking person. He read many technical books and wrote articles. Before the
war he was awarded the title of candidate of sciences. The subject of his dissertation was
introduction of glass containers in food preserve industry. This subject was significant for economy
and Mikoyan [then narkom (minister) of food industry of the USSR] awarded my father a trip to
Sochi in 1938. My parents went for this vacation in a recreation center together. Our life improved.
We bought new furniture: a wardrobe, a double coach and a desk. We also had an old carved
cupboard of my grandmother's. There were carvings of game, fruit and a fowling bag. My father
dressed modestly, but my mother gave much thought to her clothing. Before the war she had a
faille de Chine purple dress made by Ivia, a popular dressmaker in Odessa. She also ordered
matching shoes. My mother tried to get nice clothing for me. I remember having a fancy velvet
dark green suit. My mother met a less expensive dressmaker when she was young and she made
clothes for me.
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