
Boris Vayman 

This photo shows me at home. It was some holiday (I do not remember what exactly). Here I’d like
to tell you about my life in 2000s.

Stability came into my life after 1950s. I had got a family, a job. I made a good salary and became
an independent person. In 1953 Stalin died and the unpleasant situation at my work improved. The
intensity of propagation decreased.

Rupture of diplomatic relations with Israel affected me the following way: in 1968 I was going to
Yugoslavia as a tourist. My name had to be approved by the factory administration. Our director
invited me for a talk and asked me about my attitude to the conflict between Palestine and Israel. I
answered diplomatically that I thought Israeli territories should belong to Israel, and Palestinian
ones to Palestine. The administration members smiled ironically and approved my candidature.
That was the way I went to Yugoslavia.

I never visited Israel. I had an opportunity to go there, but I did not take the occasion: my health
forbade my coming and I did not want to change the climate. I got to know about death of several
persons who left for Israel and could not endure the rigors of local climate. It frightened me very
much, and I refused to go.

As far as I know my daughter never came across manifestations of anti-Semitism. Her nationality
was of no significance during her entrance exams at College or later at her work.
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I have no relatives abroad. Some of my acquaintances left for the USA, but it happened about 8 
years ago, therefore it was not dangerous for me to be in touch with them (though earlier it could
be extremely dangerous).

I was very glad to witness changes in the world political situation. I was especially glad that the
Berlin Wall was destroyed. [Berlin wall was erected in 1961 to divide Western part of Berlin from
the Eastern one. It was destroyed in 1989. It was symbolical that its concrete was used to construct
highways of the united Germany. It was demolished in 1989.] We used to take a jaundiced view of
Germany, though today it is an absolutely different country with different principles. They feel
guilty of both Holocaust and war and they want to be purged of sin. At present they are absolutely
different people and it is necessary to be understood.

In general I cannot say that my life changed much after 1989. About 10 years ago I started taking
part in activities of the Jewish Organization of War Veterans. It helps Jews to observe traditions.
They behave tactfully: celebrate not only Jewish holidays, but for example the Victory Day (on May
9 they usually rent theatre premises and invite us there). Jewish amateur groups use to take part in
great concerts devoted to the Victory Day: they dance, recite poems, etc. The concerts are usually
very interesting.

I receive food packages from the Hesed Avraham Welfare Center. Some time ago they gave us
large packages with a lot of food, but now they are much smaller (unfortunately).

I never received any financial assistance from Switzerland, Germany or Austria.

I was lucky that during my long life I came across manifestations of anti-Semitism only once, but I
remember it till now.
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