
Leon Kalaora In A Jewish Forced Labor
Camp 

The photo shows the forced labor camp in the village of Beli Izvor, Ardino region. I am below in the
middle of the photo. I remember the place but do not remember the names of the other people.
After the Law for the Protection of the Nation came into force in 1941, I was sent to a number of
labor camps. I had to work first in the labor camps in the village of Beli Izvor, Ardino region in 1941,
and in the village of Klisura, Tran region, in 1942. I have various memories from the different labor
camps I have been to. For example, my first camp in the village of Beli Izvor, Ardino region, was
bearable. I worked there for six months. In 1941 when the war against the USSR started and there
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was the danger that Bulgaria could be involved in a war against England, the USA and the USSR,
we in the camp managed to steal some stone-mason’s explosive and combat capsules. Our aim
was to give them to the partisans with whom we kept in touch. In my second labor camp in Klisura,
Tran region, I personally kept in touch with the Serbian partisans who fought against the Germans.
I remember that my stay and my work in the second labor camp were more unpleasant than those
in the first one. I was there once again for six months. Everyone in the camp worked very hard and
the food was complete rubbish. I remember the hunger. We were hungry all the time. The food was
always bean soup with hardly any beans in it. So, we, the prisoners, made jokes over our plates,
calling, ‘Hey, show up!’ to the little bean at the bottom of our plates…It was very miserable.
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