
Communella Bunikovskaya’s
Granddaughters Sonia Kostyuk And
Anastasia Kostyuk 

My granddaughters Sonia and Anastasia Kostyuk. Kiev, 2002. The girls were spending their
vacations with me and I had them photographed near my home. My son Pavel has two daughters:
Anastasia, born on 1 February 1982 and Sophia, born on 23 November 1990. Pavel divorced his
first wife when Anastasia was 8. He remarried and when his 2nd daughter was born he tried to
keep the family ties between them. Anastasia's mother has Byelorussian and Polish ancestors and
her father has Russian, Ukrainian and Jewish roots. She is a very talented girl. Pavel wanted to send
Anastasia to a Jewish grammar school, but she wasn't admitted there since her mother is non-
Jewish. Anastasia went to a Jewish camp for young people several times: she brought her father's
birthday certificate to prove that he has Jewish roots and this was sufficient evidence of her Jewish
origin. In her father's certificate it is written that his mother, that is to say I, is a Jew. Anastasia also
attended a Jewish club for young people where they celebrated Shabbat. She knows Jewish
Anastasia is a 4th year student of the institute of Public economy-Faculty of information systems
and technologies. She also goes to work. When Sophia, Pavel's younger daughter was born, they
had two dogs. Pavel made a small cart where he harnessed the dogs to ride the little girl outside.
Sophia is 12. She studies at the lyceum of international relations. She reads a lot. She had a
brilliant memory. She wants to become a designer: she designs clothes for her Barbie doll and asks
me to make these clothes. Sophia calls me 'The Super Granny Shop'. Sophia's mother is Ukrainian,
but there is Polish, Ukrainian and German blood there. When somebody says to Sophia 'What a
smart girl you are!' she replies 'How can I be smart when I have such a mixture of blood'. Sophia
and I attended celebration of Purim and Chanukkah and she knows the history of these holidays.
So, both girls are close to the Jewish way of life and traditions. My granddaughters also spend their
vacations with me.
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