
Ninel Cherevko’s Grandfather Ilia Shwartz,
Grandmother Bertha Shwartz And Aunt
Rebekka Sokol 

My grandfather on my father's side Ilia Shwartz, grandmother Bertha and their older daughter
Rebekka. Photo made in Evpatoria in 1904 when the family moved to this town. Photo studio of
Kotzenelenbogen. My grandfather was born in Mikhailovskoye town of Melitopol district Tavria
province in the south of Russia in 1871. I don't know anything about this town since the family
moved to Evpatoria. What I know about it is that it had multinational population like any other town
in the south of Russia: there was Russian, Ukrainian, Tatar, Jewish population and emigrants from
the Northern Caucasus. My grandfather received traditional Jewish education - he studied at cheder
and then he continued his studies at a primary school after finishing which he finished a
Commercial school. My grandmother Bertha Shwartz, nee Lutrovnik, was also born to the family of
a wealthy Jewish merchant Leib Lutrovnik in Mikhailovskoye in 1876. My great grandfather had 4
daughters - he gave all of them good education, so he must have been a wealthy man. My
grandmother Bertha was the oldest daughter. She finished a grammar school and got married my
grandfather in 1893. They had a big traditional Jewish wedding with a huppah, kleizmers, a number
of guests and lots of presents. The newly weds lived with my grandmother's parents for some time
before they rented an apartment. In 1904 they moved to Evpatoria. My grandfather was a trade
agent and my grandmother was a housewife. I would say Bertha and Ilia were moderately religious.
They followed the kashrut and celebrated Saturday. However, if my grandfather had something
important to do on Saturday or meet with his client he did what he had to do regardless of
Saturday. On Saturday Ilia and Bertha went to synagogue. They celebrated Jewish holidays: Yom
Kippur, Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah, Purim and Pesach. Their children - my father and his brothers
and sisters - didn't observe any Jewish traditions. They were devoted to new communist ideals.
Their parents treated them with understanding; they thought their children had to live their own
life even if they didn't quite understand the new tendencies in life. In 1894 my father's sister
Revekka was born. She finished grammar school and graduated from the medical faculty of
Kharkov University. She became a rontgenologist. Her husband Mark Sokol, a Jew, was also a
doctor. They lived in Kharkov. Their only son Alik drowned during military training in Odessa when
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he was 20. Revekka and Mark were military doctors- they worked in military hospitals through the
Great Patriotic War. Revekka died in 1964 and Mark died in the late 1960s. My grandfather Ilia died
- grandfather was in a recreation center in Kislovodsk and had an infarction. His body was
transported to Evpatoria to be buried at the Jewish cemetery in accordance with the Jewish
tradition. My father went to the funeral. My grandmother Bertha lived with her sister Liya after my
grandfather died.
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