
Esphir Kalantyrskaya Together With
Reposing Recreation Home "Belaya Dacha" 

Recreation home "Belaya dacha" in Irpen near Kiev in 1940. I am the second on the right in the 2nd
row. 

I wasn't a Komsomol member and didn't take part in public life. But I had many friends: Jews,
Russians and Ukrainians. Nobody cared about nationality at that time. To be a good person was
sufficient.  My friends and I went to the cinema in Podol, to the beach and for walks. We always
celebrated Soviet holidays: 1st of May, October Revolution Day, etc. We went to parades. Several
times the factory trade union committee granted me a free trip to a recreation home. I rested at
the Belaya Dacha recreation center in Irpen near Kiev. That’s where this photo was taken! I felt
very comfortable and equal to other young people staying there.  I also rested in Kislovodsk,
Caucasus, and went to the sea.  

I still lived with my father and Sophia before WWII. Clara lived with her husband and Grigory went
to the hostel. I could go to the hostel, too, but my father fell very ill.  He had cancer and was ill for
a very long time suffering great pains. I couldn't leave Sopha alone with him. Father died in 1938.
Sopha didn't remarry. 
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