
Yosif Fridman With His Children 

Here Dad, my brother Faivel and I are going for a walk in Maria Louiza Boulevard. As it can be seen
from the picture: we have just bought sandals and we are content. The picture was taken in Sofia in
1930s.

My father had come to Bulgaria from Russia, coming to Sofia most probably through Vidin. In Sofia
he met my mother Blanche Israel Baruh, who then worked as a clerk at a good position (but
unfortunately I have no information where). After her second marriage (to my father) my mother
stopped working. She was a housewife. But I know nothing about how my mother and my father
had met.

I was born in the village of Slatina, near Sofia, on 17th December 1925. Our family was often forced
to move from one place to another, because it was difficult for our father to find a permanent job.
That is why my brothers and I were born in different places in Bulgaria.

My elder brother's name was Ruben. He was born in Sofia in 1923 and died in Israel in 1999. He
was an electrician. From his wife Ester (nee Sachi), he had three children: Yosif, Sima and Dafna.
They live in Haifa in Israel. His wife was a housewife and now she is a pensioner. As far as I know it
was Ruben who took care of our mother until she died.

My younger brother Shraga (his name used in the family was Faivel, after our paternal grandfather,
Faivel Fridman) was born in the village of Karamanovo, Svishtov region, in 1928. He also emigrated
to Israel with his family. He is a constructor. They have three children with his wife Shoshana:
Pnina, Hanita and David. Their children also live in Israel. Before she retired, Shoshana worked as a
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host at the Bulgarian old people's home in Rishon Lezion, while she was living in Yagur with her
family, near my mother.
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