
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father 
 

Zachari Ghendler 
1904-1941 

Mother 
 

Yelizaveta (Jewish name Leya) 
Ghendler 
(nee Oks) 
1905-1992 

Paternal 
grandfather 
 
Nuta Ghendler 

1860s-1941 
 
 

Paternal 
grandmother 

 
Feiga Ghendler 

(nee ?) 
1860s-1941 

 

Maternal 
grandfather 

  
Iegoshua Leiba 

Shloma 
Oks 

1878-1963 
 
 

Maternal 
grandmother  

 
Esther Oks  

(nee  ?) 
1880-1947 

 

Children 
 

Alexandr Danilyuk 
1954 

Georgi Danilyuk 
1966 

Zhanna Shanenkova (nee Danilyuk) 
1966 

 
 

Siblings 
 

Polina Lukashevich  
(nee Ghendler) 

1935 

Family Tree 
 

Interviewee 
 

Semyon  Ghendler 
1927 

 

Spouse 
 

Natalia Danilyuk 
(nee Kuznetsova) 

1929-1989 
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Full name 

Semyon (Jewish name Shlyoma) Ghendler 

 

Where and when were you born? 

 Zhytomir (Ukraine) 

 8 November, 1927 

 

Where else did you live? 

Olevsk Zhytomir region,  Cheliabinsk (today Russia),  Tumen (Russia), Ternopol 

(Ukraine) 

 

Your educational level? 

Six years in a secondary school, vocational factory school, Mogilyov-Podolskiy 

Engineering Construction College, Construction Faculty 

 

What sort of work do/did you do? 

Electrician, foreman, assistant foreman, site manager 

 

How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised? 

My parents were atheists 

 

What is your mother tongue? 

Russian 

 

What other languages do you speak? 

Ukrainian 

 

The interviewee and his family 
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If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates 

Soviet army, Navy, 1945-1952 

 

Where were you during the Holocaust? 

Evacuation in Cheliabinsk  (Russia) 

 

What did you do after the Holocaust? 

Served in the Navy, worked as construction worker, studied, raised children, now 

retired 
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Siblings 

 

Their names 

Polina Lukashevich (nee Ghendler) 

 

Where and when were they born? 

 Zhytomir, 1935 

 

What is their mother tongue? 

Russian 

 

Their educational level? 

Zhytomir Mechanical School 

 

Their occupations? 

Technician 

 

Where do/did they live?  

Haifa (Israel) 

 

Where else did they live? 

Cheliabinsk, Rybinsk (Russia) 

 

Do they have children? 

Daughter Irina, 1958, lives in Israel  

Son Sergei, 1962, lives in Israel 

 

Where and when did they die? 
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Spouse 

Name? 

Natalia Danilyuk (nee Kuznetsova) 

 

Where and when was he/she born? 

Zhytomir, 1929 

 

Where else did he/she live? 

Cheliabinsk, Orenburg (Russia), Ternopol 

 

Is he/she Jewish? 

Her mother is Jewish, father - Russian 

 

What is his/her mother tongue? 

Russian 

 

His/her educational level? 

Finished secondary school (10 years) 

 

Occupation? 

Shop assistant 

 

Where and when did he/she die? 

Ternopol, 1989 

 

Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, 

occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is 

Jewish and whether it is religious). 



 6 

None 
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Children 

 

Their names? 

Alexandr Danilyuk 

Georgi Danilyuk 

Zhanna Shanenkova (nee Danilyuk) 

 

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews? 

My children were raised atheists, but were taught to respect Jewish people. They 

are written Russian in their documents and identify themselves as Russian 

 

Where and when were they born? 

All were born in Cheliabinsk 

Alexandr: 1954 

Georgi и Zhanna: 1966 

 

Where else did they live? 

Alexandr: Ternopol, Perm (Russia), Kirov (Russia) 

Georgi: Ternopol, Odessa, Poland 

Zhanna: Ternopol, Dzhambul (Kazakhstan) 

 

Their educational level? 

Alexandr: Perm State University, economist 

Georgi: Odessa Artillery School 

Zhanna: secondary school 

 

Their occupations? 

Alexandr: expert in stocks 

Georgi: artillery man in the past, now a businessman 

Zhanna: secretary 

 

How many grandchildren do you have? 

Alexandr: Leonid, 1976, Maxim, 1978 

Georgi: David, 1989 – high school student 

Zhanna: Alina, 1987, Natalia, 1995 – secondary school students 
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His name? 

Zachari Ghendler 

 

Where and when was he born? 

 Ovruch, Zhytomir region, 1904 

 

Where else did he live? 

Zhytomir, Olevsk (Ukraine) 

 

Where and when did he die? 

Perished at the front near Kanev (Ukraine) in 1941  

 

What sort of education did he have? 

Cheder, Jewish elementary school 

 

What sort of work did he do? 

Worker at a leather plant, in the 1930s – director of a store 

 

How religious was he?  

My father was an atheist 

 

What was his mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

 

Father 
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Army service: which army and what years? 

1920-1922 – Red army, cavalry  

1941- Red army 

 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, 

occupation, place of residence, family, etc.) 

 

name place and 

date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical 

data and 

origins of 

spouse 

biographical 

data of 

children 

describe how 

religious they 

were 

 

Froim 

Ghendler (m) 

 

 

Ovruch, 

1890s- 

Kiev, 1960s 

 

Owner, 

later 

director of 

a bakery 

 

No 

information 

 

Sons Osia and 

Lyova, 1920s-? 

 

Not religious 

 

Sister, whose 

name I can’t 

remember 

 

Ovruch, 

1890s-? 

No 

informatio

n 

No 

information 

Son Shloime 

perished 

during the 

Great patriotic 

War, daughter 

Zinaida, 

dentist, lives in 

Israel  

 

No information 

Sister, whose 

name I can’t 

remember, 

lived in 

Simferopol 

after the war  

 

 

Ovruch, 

1890s-? 

No 

informatio

n 

No 

information 

No information No information 

 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

Was at the front, perished near Kanev (Ukraine)  during defense of Kiev  in 1941   
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Your paternal grandfather’s name? 

Nuta Ghendler 

 

Where and when was he born? 

Ovruch, 1860s 

 

 

Where and when did he die?  

Ovruch, 1941 

 

What sort of education did he have? 

Cheder  

 

What sort of work did he do? 

No information 

 

How religious was he?   

My grandfather was very religious. He prayed with his tallit and tefillin on, went 

to the synagogue, observed Jewish traditions and celebrated holidays. He wore a 

cap   

 

What was his mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

 

Army service: which army and what years? 

No 

 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

Paternal grandfather 
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name place and date of 

birth/death 

occupa

tion 

biographical 

data and 

origins of 

spouse 

biographical 

data of 

children 

describe how 

religious they 

were 

 

No 

information  

     

 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

Perished in Ovruch during occupation in August 1941 
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Your paternal grandmother’s name? 

Feiga Ghendler 

 

Where and when was she born?  

Ovruch, late 1860s 

 

 

Where and when did she die? 

Perished in Ovruch during occupation in 1941 

 

What sort of education did she have? 

No education 

 

What sort of work did she do? 

Housewife 

 

How religious was she? 

My grandmother was very religious. She wore a kerchief. She went to the 

synagogue, observed Jewish traditions and celebrated holidays  

 

What was her mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

 

 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

name place and occupation biographical biographical describe how 

Paternal grandmother 
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date of 

birth/death 

data and 

origins of 

spouse 

data of 

children 

religious they 

were 

No 

information 

 

     

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Perished in Ovruch during occupation in 1941 
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Her name? 

Yelizaveta (Jewish name Leya) Ghendler (nee Oks) 

 

Where and when was she born? 

Zhytomir, 1905 

 

Where else did she live? 

Olevsk, Cheliabinsk, Ternopol 

 

Where and when did she die? 

Ternopol, 1992 

 

What sort of education did she have? 

Russian grammar school in  Zhytomir 

 

What sort of work did she do? 

She didn’t work before the Great Patriotic War. During the war she was logistics 

attendant in a hospital. After the war she was a typist 

 

How religious was she? 

My mother was an atheist 

 

What was her mother tongue?  

Russian 

 

 Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

Mother 
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Name 

 

 

Aron Oks  

(m)    

 

 

 

 

 

place and 

date of 

birth/death 

 

Zhytomir, 

1902-Fastov 

(Ukraine), 

1960s 

 

 

Occupation 

 

 

Worked in 

commerce. 

Later - 

constructio

n engineer 

 

biographical 

data and 

origins of 

spouse 

Olga Oks 

(nee?) no 

further 

information 

available 

 

 

biographical 

data of 

children 

 

None 

 

 

describe how 

religious they 

were 

 

Not religious 

 

 

 

Lazar Oks 

(m) 

 

Zhytomir, 

1908- 

Dnepropetrov

sk, 1970s 

Worked in 

commerce. 

Then - 

constructio

n engineer 

 

? Oks, 

Russian 

no further 

information 

available 

Daughter 

Saida, lives in 

Dnepropetrovs

k 

Not religious 

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Evacuation in Cheliabinsk (Russia) 

 

If she survived, what did she do after? 

Lived in Ternopol, was a housewife 
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Your maternal grandfather’s name?  

Iegoshua Leiba Shlyoma Oks 

 

Where and when was he born? 

Zhytomir, 1878 

 

Where else did he live? 

Cheliabinsk 

 

Where and when did he die?  

Zhytomir, 1963 

 

What sort of education did he have? 

Cheder 

 

What sort of work did he do? 

Cabinetmaker 

 

How religious was he?   

My grandfather was religious. He wore a cap, had a beard, prayed in the 

synagogue, followed kashrut and celebrated Sabbath and holidays  

 

What was his mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

 

Army service: which army and what years? 

No 

Maternal grandfather 



 17 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

name place and 

date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical 

data and 

origins of 

spouse 

biographical 

data of 

children 

describe how 

religious they 

were 

Moishe 

Oks (m) 

 

 

Zhytomir, 

1870s- 

Zhytomir, 

1930s 

Jeweler             No 

information 

Children Rachil 

and Zachari 

Was religious, 

had a beard and 

wore a cap, 

celebrated 

holidays  

No 

information 

about the 

others 

 

 

     

 

 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

Evacuation in Cheliabinsk 

 

If he survived what did he do after? 

Lived in Zhytomir, was a pensioner 
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Your maternal grandmother’s name? 

Esther Oks (nee ?) 

 

Where and when was she born? 

Zhytomir, 1880 

 

Where else did she live? 

Cheliabinsk 

 

Where and when did she die? 

Zhytomir, 1947 

 

What sort of education did she have? 

No education 

 

What sort of work did she do? 

Housewife 

 

How religious was she?   

My grandmother was very religious, she wore a kerchief, observed all Jewish 

traditions and celebrated holidays  

 

What was her mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

 

 

Maternal grandmother 
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Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

name place and 

date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical 

data and 

origins of 

spouse 

biographical 

data of 

children 

describe how 

religious they 

were 

No 

information 

 

 

     

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Evacuation in Cheliabinsk 

 

If she survived what did she do after? 

Lived in Zhytomir, was a housewife 

 

 


